PSYCHOLOGICAL ORIGIN OF RELIGION

desires and purposes met with only in religious
life.

The conception of the Source of Psychic Energy,
without the belief in which no Religion can exist,
has undergone very interesting transformations
in the course of historical development. The
human or animal form ascribed to the gods in
the earlier Religions became less and less definite.
At the same time the number of gods decreased.
The culmination of this double process was Mono-
theism, in which the One, Eternal, Creator and
Sustainer of life was no longer necessarily framed
in the shape of man or beast: though still an-
thropopathic, he might be formless. Sympathy,
love, and justice were among his attributes. In a
second phase, this formless, but personal, God
was gradually shorn of all the qualities and de-
fects which make individuality. He became the
passionless Absolute in which all things move
and have their being. Thus, the personifying
work of centuries is undone, and humanity, after
having, as it were, lived throughout its infancy
and youth under the controlling eye and with
the active assistance of personal divinities, on
reaching maturity, finds itself bereft of these
sources of life. The present religious crisis
marks the difficulty in the way of an adaptation
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